
 

1. Blake MycosKie. TOMS founder Mycoskie makes 

this list because, unlike many of these other ventures, 
almost everyone with an awareness of pop culture has 
heard of this social brand. Its popularity has spread like 
wildfire, which is a good thing both for Mycoskie and for 
the people that TOMS aims to help. Mycoskie founded 
TOMS in 2006 after a visit to Argentina where he learned 
that many children get sick or injured because they do 
not have shoes to wear. To combat this, he created 
TOMS, a business that donates one pair of shoes to 
needy people for every pair that's bought. So far, the 
company has donated more than a million pairs of 
shoes. In 2011, the company launched another initiative 
which aims to give away a pair of glasses or sight-saving 
surgery for every pair of sunglasses or glasses sold. 

 

http://www.inc.com/magazine/20100601/the-way-i-work-blake-mycoskie-of-toms-shoes.html
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XAVIER HELGESEN, CHRIS FUCHS, AND 
JEFF 
KURTZMAN:  

 
1. B corporation Better World Books is an amazing 

example of a truly successful social entrepreneurship 
venture. Founded in 2002 by Notre Dame grads Xavier 
Helgesen, Chris "Kreece" Fuchs, and Jeff Kurtzman, 
Better World's mission is to maximize the value of every 
book out there and to help promote literacy around the 
world. The company works by reusing or recycling books 
through sales on their website and donations to schools, 
and so far has used 84 million volumes to raise $12.1 
million for literacy funding. The company attributes its 
success to using a "triple bottom line" model, caring not 
only about profits but also about the social and 
environmental impact of everything they do. 
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WILLIE 
SMITS:  

 
1. Microbiologist Willie Smits never really expected to 

become a social entrepreneur, but when he found an 
abandoned baby orangutan in 1989 while working in 
Indonesia, his career would quickly alter direction. Smits' 
work with orangutans would blossom into the Borneo 
Orangutan Survival Foundation, which not only works to 
help orphaned or imperiled apes, but also helps locals 
learn sustainable farming methods and the benefits of 
reforestation. Smits also takes part in the Masarang 
Foundation, an amazingly innovative social 
entrepreneurship enterprise that uses thermal energy to 
turn sugar palm juice into sugar and ethanol, providing 
jobs and power to the community while preserving the 
local forests. In recognition for his work, Smits has 
received knighthood in his native Netherlands as well as 
an Ashoka Fellowship and a variety of other 
conservation-based awards. 
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Wedu   

Founders: Mario Ferro and Mari Sawai   

Country: Based in Bangkok, Thailand. Working in all areas in South 
East Asia, including Cambodia, Myanmar, Bangladesh and Thailand   

Purpose: Wedu hopes to catalyze the next generation of local women 
leaders by providing innovative financing options for university and 
lifelong support of mentors. The enterprise creates a positive cycle of 
development by identifying girls committed to local issues; investing in 
their education; and mentoring them to lead. These girls can then 
become the next generation of local leaders, mentors, and financers in 
their communities.    

 



 
 

Teen Revolt   

Founder: Ateba Crocker 

Country: United States   

Purpose: Each year, an estimated 200,000 American youth, primarily 
girls, are at risk of being trafficked for sex. Teen Revolt is a hybrid social 
franchise that educates, engages, and empowers teens to take the lead 
in the fight against sex trafficking through peer-to-peer education, 
activism and social entrepreneurship. Teen Revolt aims to harness the 
leadership potential of American teenagers to inspire activism and raise 
awareness about sex trafficking.   

 



 

 
Spark MicroGrants   

Founder: Sasha Fisher   

Countries: Rwanda and Uganda   

Purpose: Spark MicroGrants provides microgrants of between $2,000-
$10,000 to low-income, rural communities to design, implement and 
manage local projects, such as building a school, farm or clinic. Spark 
facilitates weekly group meetings over the course of five months to 
support collaborative project planning, which can help women gain 
greater respect and encourage increased leadership in their 
community.    

 



SCOTT 
HARRISON 

 
1. Lack of clean and accessible drinking water is sadly 

something that millions of people (some estimates put it at 
more than a billion) worldwide face every day. After a 
moment of clarity in Liberia, club promoter Scott Harrison 
decided to make it his mission to change that, heading up 
the non-profit organization charity: water. Since it began, the 
charity has delivered clean drinking water to more than a 
million people in 17 different countries around the world. 
Harrison is perhaps one of the most successful social 
entrepreneurs of all time, with his organization growing more 
than 100% in the first quarter of 2011, despite a major 
economic crisis that paralyzed many similar ventures. 
Harrison says he regards charity: water as a for-profit startup 
that has no profits, saying, "We give away 100% of our 
profits. Our shareholders are people in 17 countries around 
the world waiting for a rig to drive into a village and provide 
clean water to a few hundred people living there. We use the 
word business so much more than nonprofit, even though 
that's what we are." The model seems to be working for him, 
and Harrison has quickly created a new model for social 
entrepreneurs to emulate. 
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Educate2Envision International   
 
Founder: Katia Gomez 
 
Country: Honduras   
Purpose: E2E invests in higher education for high school girls to ensure 
that they can reach their fullest potential, contribute to their communities 
and lift themselves out of poverty before becoming pregnant. Girls are 
given leadership training to become confident role models through a 
unique sponsorship program that creates access to secondary school 
and provides computer skills and financial literacy workshops. 
Additionally, E2E provides mentorship opportunities to community 
members who are interested in developing community service 
projects.    



BUNKER 
ROY:  

 
Indian social activist and entrepreneur Sanjit "Bunker" Roy 
has helped thousands of people in Asia and Africa learn vital 
technical skills and bring solar power to their sometimes 
remote villages. Roy founded the Barefoot College, an 
organization which specializes in teaching illiterate women 
from poor villages how to become doctors, engineers, and 
architects. What's more impressive is that each of the 
college's campuses are solar powered and often built and 
designed by former students. In founding the college, Roy's 
goal wasn't to make a profit for himself, but to help improve 
the economic production and quality of life of women 
throughout his native India (though some aspects of the 
project have spread to Africa as well). With women leading 
and running most of the Barefoot College's operations, it's 
clear that he's been pretty successful in achieving that goal. 
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